
On the 14 February 2021, Abu Dhabi 
Global Market (“ADGM”) enacted the new 
ADGM Data Protection Regulations 2021 
(“the new Regulations”). The new Regula-
tions, which repeals the existing Data 
Protection Regulations 2015, applies ad-
ditional obligations and responsibilities 
for entities that process personal  data.

Changes to the
Data Protection
Legal Framework

When does the new Regulation
come into effect?

For new entities incorporated on or after the 14 February 2021, the new 
Regulations will come into effect on the 14 August 2021. Up until that 
date, the existing Data Protection Regulations 2015 will continue to apply.

Who does it apply to? 

The new Regulations apply to all entities established in the ADGM. If your 
entity is processing personal data, or processing in the context of the 
activities of an Establishment in the ADGM, the new Regulations apply. 
Personal Data is defined broadly in the new Regulations and covers any 
information that can identify a living person (i.e. a Data Subject).
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https://adgmen.thomsonreuters.com/rulebook/data-protection-regulations-2021
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What should you consider?

Since the new Regulations will come into effect on the 14 August 2021, 
you should be conducting an internal gap analysis and identifying areas 
of your compliance programme that will need to be updated. As men-
tioned above, the new Regulations are closely aligned with the GDPR. 

What are the key differences
in the new Regulations?

The current Data Protection Regulations 2015 and the new
Regulations have many similarities. 

The similarities include the:

Data Protection Principles.

Legal basis for Processing Personal Data.

Obligations for Processing of Sensitive Data.

Rights of Data Subjects.

Registration Obligation with the Office of Data Protection.

Notification Obligation to the Office of Data Protection.

Data Transfer Requirements and Permits. 

However, there are new additional requirements and
obligations, which include but not limited to:

Maintaining a Record of Processing Activities.

Appointing of a Data Protection Officer for
certain entities.

Demonstrating compliance with the Data
Protection Principles.

Conducting Data Protection Impact
Assessments on high-risk processing activities.

Data Breach Notifications to Data Subjects in 
certain cases.

Implementing Data Processing Agreements 
with Data Processors.
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Exemptions?

The new Regulations does also include some exemptions for 
micro-businesses with five or less employees unless your company 
undertakes high-risk processing activities. It is important you identify 
how the Regulation applies to your specific circumstances and process-
ing activities. You must put in place appropriate technical and organisa-
tional measures to comply with the new Regulations. 

What happens next?

About the ADGM Office of
Data Protection

The Independent Office of Data Protection was established as a result of 
ADGM’s enactment of the new Regulations, replacing the current Data 
Protection Regulations of 2015. The Office of Data Protection is responsi-
ble for promoting data protection within ADGM, maintaining the register 
of Data Controllers, enforcing the obligations upon Data Controllers and 
upholding the rights of Data Subjects.
 
Non-compliance with the Regulation could result in enforcement action.

For more information about the Office of Data Protection, or to contact 
the Office, please refer to the following website

NOTE: This brochure is intended to provide you with an overview of the new Regulations. The 
Office of Data Protection does not make any warranty or provide guarantees on the complete-
ness of this information. The information, which may be amended from time to time, does not 
constitute legal or any other type of advice and it is provided for information purposes only

The current Data Protection Regulations 2015 and its obligations will 
continue to apply until the 14 August 2021. The current fees will also 
remain the same.  However, you should continue to review and update 
your compliance programme in line with the new Regulations. Once the 
new Regulations come into effect, you may notice additional fields will 
appear when you renew your licences, request services or permits 
through the system. 

The Office of Data Protection is currently updating the Guidance in line 
with the New Regulations. Watch this space for more information. 

https://www.adgm.com/operating-in-adgm/office-of-data-protection/overview
https://www.adgm.com/operating-in-adgm/office-of-data-protection/guidance

